Wisden - 2002 - Obituary 
Bert Sutcliffe 		17 November 1923 – 20 April 2001
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An exceedingly elegant batsman – here with a characteristic pull and, right, cover driving in the Lord’s nets in 1958 
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Bert on the Piano – a reunion of cricketing touring mates.
Important social times when away from home for up to 6 months as was the case in 1949!


Postscript – 2nd Test, South Africa vs New Zealand, Ellis Park, Johannesburg, 24-29 December 1953: [image: A person in white shirt holding a bat
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Bert, felled by a ball from Neil Adcock, back from hospital hit 80* including 7 sixes

Whilst Bert was to go on to hit centuries against each of the 3 Australian states on his way home from South Africa plus 230* against India the following year and, 11 years later, 151* also against India, it was that fateful day at Ellis Park that really marked Bert’s later career. Boxing Day 1953 – the Test was played at Ellis Park, the rugby field. Wanderers, the old ground in Rissik Street in the City, was demolished for the railway station and New Wanderers at Ilovo was not yet ready. 
South Africa won the toss and batted and all out early on Day 2., Boxing Day, for 271. Bob Blair, our fast bowler didn’t take the field on the 2nd Day – news had come that his 19 year old fiancé had died in the terrible Tangiwai Disaster. NZ started badly, Neil Adcock, tall rangy and very fast, had the ball standing off a length and Dave Ironside getting swing and lift, were nasty. 
I leave it to the Cricket Almanack of New Zealand to describe the scene:
[image: ]
In the recent Ashes series we saw Ben Stokes play a very similar innings – remarkable hitting that transformed Test cricket – but nothing can compare to the drama and pathos of that Boxing Day at Ellis Park with the injured       Bert Sutcliffe and bereft Bob Blair at the crease! 
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Fortune supported South Africa’s talents, and everything went wrong for
New Zealand. Rabone was splendidly caught by Endean at first slip,
a ball from Adcock hit Chapple’s gloves, deflecting on to his chest and
on to the stumps, two wickets being down for nine. Three balls later
a delivery from Adcock struck Sutcliffe a terrific blow on the head, and
he collapsed, but was able to walk off the field with assistance. He was
taken to hospital for treatment. Reid suffered a severe physical battering
for 25 minutes before he succumbed to a superb catch by Endean. Miller
was_struck heavily on the chest by Adcock’s next ball, and, after scoring
a single the same over, was persuaded to retire and receive medical
attention. Then a ball rebounded from Poore’s body to hit the stumps
and give Adcock 3 for 19 off 6.2 overs, the score being 4 for 35. Beck
and Mooney, 7 and 8 in the batting order, were now together. At
lunch the total was 41 in 67 minutes, the 50 coming up 12 minutes later.
Beck lasted 52 minutes, and Miller re-appeared, amidst applause. He
took his score to 14 in 35 minutes, but was out at 81 for 6 after helping
Mooney to add 24.

Sutcliffe received a tremendous ovation when he re-appeared with
41 runs required to avert the follow-on. The third ball he swung an
Ironside delivery over the square-leg boundary for six. At 17 the left-
hander survived a skied catch to Tayfield in the covers off Murray, but,
when Tayfield came on at 116, Sutcliffe hit the first and third balls
for six. Mooney, who played a good defensive innings, succumbed after
staying 131 minutes for 35, the stand with Sutcliffe producing 57 runs.
Endean took his third splendid catch to dismiss MacGibbon, and Overton
arrived, Blair not being expected to bat. Sutcliffe hit Tayfield for six
to long-on to reach 55 in 97 minutes. He was then dropped by Murray,
who, however, caught Overton. The players were about to leave the
field when Blair appeared. Sutcliffe now gave Tayfield terrific punishment,
hitting three sixes in four balls, and then Blair hit a six, the over reading
66.61.6.. The end came in Tayfield’s next over, when the pair had
added 33 in ten minutes. Sutcliffe carried his bat for 80, scored out of
the last 106 runs in 112 minutes. His runs were compiled as follows:
632141111416642121116116661 4. New Zealand’s
innings lasted 227 minutes, Ironside emerging with five wickets.
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SUTCLIFFE, BERT, MBE, who died of emphysema on April 20, 2001, aged 77, was
the outstanding New Zealand batsman of the immediate post-war period, though
many in England who watched that other New Zealand left-hander, Martin Donnelly,
in The Parks for Oxford might pursue counter-claims. Perhaps, as R. C. Robertson-
Glasgow noted, “Sutcliffe had a more powerful case in his strokes to leg” whereas “in
defence, Donnelly always looked the surer”. The splendour of their off-side strokes
was, needless to say, a given, and their brilliant fielding never ceased to excite attention,
with Sutcliffe in his element whether at short leg, in the slips or at cover. Both made
manifest again in that austere era some of the more charming cricketing images of the
inter-war years.

Tall and good-looking, fair-haired and enviably fit, batting in the classic manner,
Bert Sutcliffe — his given name the homely choice of parents who had emigrated from
Lancashire — might well have graced the pages of a novel featuring country-house
cricket, not least in that he ever remained an affable man of steady temper. His blondness
made him instantly recognisable, while, for the enthusiast, there was much that was
identifiable in the shapely, clean-cut dispatch of his shot-making. When Walter Hadlee’s
New Zealanders visited England in 1949, determined to prosecute their case for an
end to the insult of three-day Tests, it was in large degree thanks to Bert Sutcliffe that,
with four sound draws, the slur was removed. He scored 2,627 runs in that pleasantly
dry summer, including 423 at a marvellous 60.42 in the Tests; only Bradman, with
2,960 in 1930, had a higher aggregate on a tour of England. Patsy Hendren, observing
Sutcliffe as he warmed up at Lord’s in pre-tour nets, is reported to have said, “2,500
in a season if ever I saw ’em.”

He made his first-class debut at 18, for Auckland against Wellington in 1941-42 and
then spent two years at teacher training college before joining the army. Overseas service
in North Africa and Italy found him playing cricket with English spinners Jim Laker
and Peter Smith, and the experience would stand him in good stead when peace returned.
His teaching career took him to Dunedin, where his 197 and 128 for Otago against
the 1946-47 MCC tourists guaranteed his first Test cap a week later, in Christchurch.
Putting on 133 for the first wicket with Hadlee, playing majestically until caught behind
off Bedser for 58, he launched an illustrious career just as another was drawing to an
end, for this would be the final Test of his boyhood hero, Walter Hammond.

From then until 1965, when he made his third tour of England, Sutcliffe played 42
Tests, making 2,727 runs with an average of 40.10 and a highest score of 230 not out
against India at Delhi in 1955-56. He captained New Zealand in both Tests against the
visiting West Indians in 1951-52, and again for the last two Tests in South Africa in
1953-54, having assumed charge of the touring side when Geoff Rabone was injured.
If his form on this tour dipped below that expected of such a gifted player, there were
still times, Wisden noted, “when he played in a manner to live in the memory of
spectators”. The Second Test at Ellis Park was one of them. Struck on the head by a
bumper from Neil Adcock, he gallantly returned, heavily bandaged and pale, to score
80 not out in a total of 187, adding 33 for the last wicket with fast bowler Bob Blair
in a partnership charged with emotion and sympathy for the New Zealanders. Two days
earlier, on Christmas Eve, Blair’s 19-year-old fiancée had been one of 151 people killed
in a rail accident in New Zealand. A month later Sutcliffe pasted the Border bowling
for 196, his only century in South Africa, but there were hundreds against Western
Australia, South Australia and Victoria on the way home.

It has been suggested that his head injury at Johannesburg subsequently affected
his Test batting. But he remained a genuine force in New Zealand cricket. Though he
had been absent from Tests for five seasons, at the age of 41 he was included in the
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1965 side to tour India, Pakistan and England. His unbeaten 151 at Eden Gardens was
his fifth and last Test hundred.

In all first-class cricket, he hit 44 centuries in a total of 17,447 runs at a fine average
of 47.41. His highest innings, among a series of heavy scores, was 385 for Otago
against Canterbury at Christchurch in 1952-53 — at the time the sixth-highest score
ever and, until the advent of Brian Lara, the highest by a left-hander in first-class
cricket. He had previously made 355 for Otago against Auckland in 1949-50. Six more
scores over 200 included 243, followed by 100 not out in the second innings, against
Essex in 1949. He also took 160 catches and claimed a stumping. Bert Sutcliffe was
New Zealand’s first Sportsman of the Year, in 1949, and in 1990 was selected in the
inaugural list for the New Zealand Sports Hall of Fame. The decision to name the
country’s new cricket academy ground at Lincoln the Bert Sutcliffe Oval was a deeply
felt tribute to his heroic part in their cricket history.
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